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Roberta Haynes 
Kristine Miskimen 

Bill Pfeiffer 
4 

Chelsea LeBeau 
5 

Cara Chittenden 
Dawn Copeland 

Kerry Underwood 
6 

Robin Abramowitz 
Barb Krahl 

8 
Devon Collett 
Michael Guest 
Tina Marzett 

9 
Betty Briggs 
Lois Haupt 

Kim Michalic 
Lucia Ross 

10 
Donna Wilken 

11 
Rose Stoia 

12 
Eric Rohn 

13 
Charlene Duline 

Ray Watkins 
14 

Donna Gilmore 
15 

Richard Fenter 
16 

Jan Lindstrom 
Erika Millen 

17 
Mindy Curtis 
Lauren Jones 

19 
Wayne Gritter 

20 
Tommie Hamilton 

Barb Masters 
22 

Larry Blossom 
23 

Kathy Lee 
25 

Kaitlyn Leach 
Charlotte Lyle 

Sabena Siddiqui 
26 

Joann Vigna 
Brody Warren 

27 
Linda Crowe 

28 
Marlene Sharp 

29 
Charlie Smith 

Ailigh Vanderbush 
30 

Cassie Rutan  
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Cheetah Exhibit Hosts  
Volunteers with excellent customer service skills are 
requested to assist our Guest Services Staff at the 
“Race a Cheetah” interactive.  Volunteers will 
answer questions about the “Race a Cheetah” 
activity, monitor lines, and assist where needed.  
Shift times are: 
Monday through Thursday 10am-2pm or 2-6pm 
through September 7.   
Friday/Saturday/Sunday 10am-1pm, 1-4pm, and  
4-7pm through September 7.   
 

Sign up under “Cheetah 
Exhibit Host/Guest 
Services.”  
 

Please note: This is not a 
Naturalist assignment!  
Any adult volunteer can 
participate in this 
opportunity.  On-the-job 
training will be provided. 

 
 

 
Volunteers Needed to Help  

Hand Out Child ID Wristbands  
Thanks to our partners at Revol Wireless, we have a 
new Child ID Program.  When guests arrive at the 
Zoo, or at several locations on Zoo grounds, they 
may pick up a paper wristband for their child and 
register the name and their cell phone number with 
the Zoo. If a child gets separated from his family or 
group, the information is very useful in reuniting the 
child quickly.  Volunteers are needed to assist 
guests with this process. Shift times are either  
9am-1pm or 1-5pm , on Saturdays and Sundays 
through September 7 , with one volunteer needed 
per shift. We thank Revol for their help in providing 
this new safety program at the Zoo!  Please sign up 
for this assignment under “Exit Greeter/Guest 
Services” in Volgistics.  
 
 
 

Mascot Opportunities  
Thursday, August 5 - Animals and All That Jazz. 
Three Mascots and One Guide are needed  
5-8:30pm . 
Thursday, August 12 - Animals and All That Jazz. 
Three Mascots and One Guide are needed  
5-8:30pm . 

Thursday, August 19 - Animals and All That Jazz. 
Three Mascots and Two Guides are needed  
5-8:30pm . 
Thursday, August 19 -Family Fun Filled Back to 
School Carnival Celebration. Three Mascots and 
Three Guides are requested from 5:30-9:30pm  at 
Julian Coleman Academies (1740 E 30th St.). 
Transportation is not provided. 
 
 
 

Naturalists Needed for Special Events!  
Naturalists from any biome (unless specifically 
noted) are requested for the following dates and 
times: 
August 20 - Oceans Naturalist requested for 
evening event.  Shift time is 7-8:30pm . 
August 24 - One Oceans Naturalist requested for 
evening event.  Shift time is 5-6:15pm . 
September 30 - One Oceans Naturalist requested 
for evening event.  Shift time is 5:30-8pm . 
 
 
 

Photo Contest  
The Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) is 
holding a photo contest.  Photos must be taken in 
2010 or the last three months of 2009 by staff or 
volunteers at an AZA-accredited institution.  
CONNECT staff will judge the photos, and the 
winner will appear on the December 2010 cover.  
Other exceptional photos will be highlighted inside 
the magazine.  The photos may also appear on 
AZA’s web site and/or other promotional materials.  
Go to http://www.aza.org/photo-contest/ for more 
information. 
 

Submissions should include the name of the 
photographer, the AZA institution, the species, a 
caption, the date of the picture, and the equipment 
used.  Only one photo entry will be accepted per 
photographer, so send in your best image.  
Pictures can include animals, people and zoo or 
aquarium scenes - if you think it will make a good 
cover, send it in! 
 

The deadline for entries is September 15, 2010. 

Zoo Teen Katie Clark 
assists at the Race a 
Cheetah exit. 
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plant collection is spectacular (believe me, I took lots of 
pictures!), I was most excited about their Daniel F. and Ada L. 
Rice Plant Conservation Science Center.  The Science 
Center is covered by a green roof that has sections 
designated for trials.  Scientists are looking at the 
performance of these trial plants to see if they can “cut it” as 
green roof plants.  Although there were no scientists there at 
the time, the center has glass windows in the lobby allowing 
you to watch scientists at work and educational signage to 
inform you about the projects on which they are working.   
 

Not far from the Plant Conservation Science Center is an 
area that appears to be designated for trialing other plants.  
Walking along the trail, I saw signage for several different 
types of creeping phlox.  These trial gardens were lined with 
chicken wire and I was a little 
relieved to see they were having 
bunny issues as well!   
 

Another highlight for me was the 
dwarf conifer garden.  I was really 
impressed with the composition of 
the garden.  There is something 
about the colors and textures that 
flowed through the garden that 
made it very appealing to walk through.  It always amazes me 
how an area of the same type of plants can be so colorful and 
interesting.   
 

I’ve named just a few of my highlights from this trip.  The 
Chicago Botanical Garden has such a vast amount of space 
and it’s worth every minute.  My only regret is that I did not 
plan the trip just a few weeks later.  Now, if only I could 
decide where to go next year! 

Candi King, Horticulturalist 
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Creature Feature - This month, we travel to Mexico, Central 
and South America to learn about the eyelash palm pit viper 
(Bothriechis schlegelii).  This species is fairly small and has a 
wide triangular shaped heads.  They come in a variety of 
colors from mottled green to yellow and are solenoglyphous 
(have long articulated hollow fangs that fold against the roof 
of the mouth).  This species has an enlarged scale over each 
eye, which gives the species its name).  They range from  
50-80cm in length. 
 

The eyelash palm pit viper is arboreal, nocturnal, and has a 
prehensile tail.  Their diet includes frogs, lizards, birds, and 
small mammals.  This species is ovoviviparous (live birth). 
They use their sense of smell to find mates and males will 
compete for females.  Clutch size ranges from 12-20 usually, 
although clutches of up to 25 have been reported.  The young 
will stay with the mother until about two weeks of age (first 
molt).  Another interesting fact about this ambush predator is 
that they have an ability to detect prey that have a body 
temperature different from the environment (either higher or 
lower).  This species’ venom is potent and their strike 
accuracy seems to improve over time.  

Lori Freeman 
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Some of us may or may not have had the opportunity to meet 
the handsome grey seal named Linus that called the 
Indianapolis Zoo his home beginning in 2007.  Marine 
Mammal staff had the opportunity to provide Linus a 
temporary home while his permanent home at the Louisville 
Zoo was being rebuilt.  Recently, staff was notified that they 
are ready for Linus to come back home!  While Senior Marine 
Mammal Trainer Sarah Bachman says “I do love him and he 
will be greatly missed,” she states that she is “really glad for 
him to go back to the Louisville Zoo to a nice new big exhibit!” 
 

When asking Sarah about one of her favorite memories of 
Linus, I got quite an adorable story that just made my heart 
smile.  She said, “One of my favorite memories of Linus is 
when we took him onto the public path one day when the Zoo 

was very busy.  It was pretty 
loud out on the path and since 
Linus is visually impaired, he 
listens to our vocal cues.  I 
was calling his name for him to 
follow me and one very 
excited guest was clapping 
and screaming “your 
highness” over and over again 
because she thought we were 
calling him “your highness!”  
“Linus will always be 

considered royalty to us here in the Marine Mammal 
Department. He will be missed.” 
 

I personally will miss always making sure that I have extra ice 
just for Linus when I brought diets to the sea lion kitchen. Man, 
did he love his ice. I have never seen anything like it! I will 
miss him dearly, but we all know that the Louisville Zoo is not 
too far away from Indy if any of us feel the need to go and visit 
him sometime in the future!��
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Every year we are given an opportunity for travel and 
educational experiences.  Last year I traveled to the St. Louis 
Botanical Garden.  This year I was privileged enough to make 
a trip to the Chicago Botanical Garden in early June.  I’ve 
chosen to take these trips because I enjoy exploring other 
Botanical Gardens to get ideas about the plants that work for 
them and how they use their 
space in general.  Although 
our plant space in the Zoo and 
Gardens may be smaller 
compared to these other 
botanical gardens, I’ve always 
come back more proud of what 
we have done with our space.    
 

The Chicago Botanical Garden 
is 385 acres and contains two 
natural areas.  Although their 

!����"�������#�!����"�������#�!����"�������#�!����"�������#�  

Photo by Candi King. 

Green roof garden trial area. 
Photo by Candi King. 

Photo by Stephanie Wilson. 
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iguana didn’t play nice – attacking, 
wrestling, and ultimately contributing 
to Gertrude’s multiple wounds.  
Gertrude’s toes got hurt in the fray. 
Cleaning and closing the injuries was 
followed by discovery that she also 
had suffered a broken radius. The 
way the arm bone broke made it a 
less-than-agreeable candidate for 
internal fixation (pins or plates).  “Our 
veterinarians decided it was best to 
splint,” Renae says. “The splint is a 
thermal plastic product and is pliable 
when placed in hot water. That way, we can use it for a 
variety of species and mold it the way we need it.”  Gertrude 
and the guinea continued to call the hospital home as they 
mended. Brought in by Deserts staff in mid-July, the iguana 
had a lucky break working on her behalf.   Renae explains, 
“She had already laid eggs this season.” She could be kept 
on newspaper (for tidier conditions), rather than dirt 
substrate (for burying her eggs, unfertilized or otherwise).  

Linda Stark 

 �
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The crowned lemur twins are growing rapidly and one is 
already showing signs of the dichromatic color change as his 
grey fur changes to a dark reddish brown. This color change 
indicates that it is a male. The other one is remaining grey, 
which is obviously a female. Tucker, the mother, was 
showing signs of stress and agitation while at island holding, 

probably because she was 
sharing the building with the 
troop of ring-tails with four 
energetic young ones.  Tucker 
has therefore been moved to 
winter holding where she is 
much calmer now and will 
remain there with the twins and 
the adult male. 
 

The tree inside the red panda 
and muntjac exhibit was 
recently vigorously trimmed by 
the Horticulture staff which now 
allows better viewing of the 
pandas and also makes it 
easier for the staff to catch 
them when necessary. The 
introductions between the two 

red pandas, Nyima and Novi, went very smoothly.  However 
Nyima has been kept at winter holding as she has needed 
more treatment and exams for her dental problems. Novi is 
quite young, just a little over a year old, and very active.  She 
spends much time on the ground and is interacting with the 
muntjac more. Because of this activity, supervision by a 
keeper is needed when the muntjac are on exhibit.  

Karan Johnston 
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There are about 200 species of eels in the family Murainidae, 
also known as moray eels.  At our Zoo, we have purplemouth 
eels (pictured) and green moray eels.  
The easiest way to tell the difference 
between the species is their 
coloration, although green moray eels 
are also larger. 
 

Eels are nocturnal hunters and spend 
most of the time during the day in 
small crevices, holes or under ledges.  
Moray eels have a skin covered with a 
lubricating layer of mucous that helps them maneuver in tight 
spaces.  While they do have a very good sense of smell, eels 
have relatively poor vision.  The largest moray eels only grow to 
be about ten feet long. 
 

Moray eels have a second set of toothed jaws known as 
pharyngeal jaws located in their throats that helps the eels grip 
and rip their prey as they transport their food into their digestive 
system.  Eels are believed to be the only animals that use 
pharyngeal jaws to help capture and immobilize prey. 
 

Moray eels are the most recognizable family of eels because of 
their supposedly menacing appearance and demeanor.  The 
eels have powerful jaws and mouths that are filled with 
numerous fanglike teeth.  Moray eels often have their mouths 
open to facilitate their breathing. 

Sheila Price 
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If you’re a vertebrate — like hummingbirds, goldfish, hippos, 
snakes, bandicoots, newts, humans, and many other creatures 
within several thousand species — you have bones. Bones 
hold everything together, protecting organs, giving shape, 
allowing movement, manufacturing blood cells, and so much 
more.  Bones can break – through accident, deterioration over 
time, or an unfortunate encounter with an attacker. 

 

Accident appears to be the culprit in the 
case of a female guinea fowl, admitted to 
the Indy Zoo Vet Hospital June 22. 
Keepers discovered her injury in the early 
morning hours, when they noticed she was 
relying only on her left leg for support.  
The first-applied stabilizing splint has been 
adjusted several times since, allowing the 
mending fracture to be fine-tuned for 
healing. “The splint has been modified as 
the swelling has gone down,” says 
Registered Vet Tech Renae Burks. “We 
have made progress in that it feels that the 
bones have started to heal.”  Injury care 

also involves antibiotics and repeated radiographic monitoring. 
Breaks within the warm-blooded, egg-laying vertebrates known 
as birds tend to repair well. 
 

Gertrude claims the same kind of attention as a more recent 
patient admission. She’s a reptile, so her care was designed 
not only for her injury, but also for her species.  Her story starts 
with a run-in with the opposite gender. The male Jamaican 

Photo by Sheila Price. 

Photo by Karan Johnston. 

A leg splint holds the 
guinea fowl’s broken 
bone in place.  

Gertrude’s first splint 
graduated to a more 
advanced form of 
immobility for the 
healing process.  
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News of a planned major change, described as the 
“Reinvention of Encounters,” was recently announced by 
Mike Crowther, President and CEO of the Indianapolis 
Zoo.  It will encompass approximately the same physical 
area that now consists of:  the arena, horse pens and 
shelters, central pens and shelters, pony ride, barn and 
adjacent pens and structures, goat yard, Carousel, and the 
bog.  Little will remain the same, however, as the 
“Encounters” name will be retired, and the new area will fall 
under the interpretive umbrella of “Islands.”   Since this is 
still in the developmental stage, it has not yet been decided 

which animals will be exhibited in 
this new area, although we do 
know it will include the ring-tailed 
lemur habitat.  All selected themes 
will be suitable for children 
between four and ten years old, 
while encouraging 
intergenerational experiences for 
all visitors through “engaging, 
enlightening, and empowering the 
guest.” The planned completion 

date of the new area is May 26, 2012.  
Cathy Heiny 
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Large Mammal:   Ajani celebrated his tenth birthday on 
August 6.  He was born to Ivory 
and weighed 252 at birth; at one 
year old he weighed 1,000 
pounds.  Today, at ten years of 
age, he weighs 7,160!  Ajani was 
the second African elephant calf 
born by AI (artificial insemination) 
in the world.  He was the Indy 
Zoo’s first male calf.  (see 
adjacent picture of Ajani.) 
 

Zahara broke off the end of one of 
her tusks and that exposed the 
pulp cavity. This meant she 
needed to have a cap put on to 
protect the pulp cavity and the procedure was done in early 
July.   So far she is doing fine with it.  
 

The elephant shows and the public giraffe feedings are 
being well attended this summer.  The Bathing Adventure is 
quite popular with the Zoo guests and has proved to be a 
good attraction for the Zoo.   
 

Summer is always a very busy time for the Trainers as they 
not only have to keep up with the regular cleaning of 
facilities and the caretaking of the animals, but also have to 
do the bathing demos and shows.   Most of the guests don’t 
know all the work that has to go on behind the scenes in 
order to produce the shows.   The hot weather and high 
humidity has been difficult for everyone too.   Hosing the 
stall is a nice chore as you can get a little spray of water on 
yourself and it feels pretty good when it is so hot outside. 

Thea Fritzinger Brown 

�
South Plains:  One of the most awesome of African birds of 
prey calls the South Plains its home.  This would be Valentine 
and Fabio, our marabou 
storks.  Fabio just joined us 
this year and so far he and 
Valentine are sharing the 
exhibit nicely!  Marabou 
storks are considered one of 
the largest flying birds in the 
world.  Their wing span can 
reach up to 10 feet.  Their 
legs and toe bones are 
hollow to reduce their weight 
during flight.   The inflatable pink sacs attached to their throats 
aren’t associated with the ingestion of food, but instead are 
most likely used for courtship or breathing.  They also have a 
habit of defecating on their legs and feet as a means to 
regulate their body temperature. 
 

They are scavengers (often referred to as the “garbage 
collectors” of the African plains), eating the remains of 
carcasses.  Their habitats are the savannahs, plains and 
marshes of Africa.  During the dry season, they will nest in 
large trees.  Their clutch is around 3 to 5 eggs that will hatch in 
30 to 50 days.  Both parents will work at caring for the eggs and 
hatchlings.  
 

To the casual observer this may appear to be one of the ugliest 
birds you have ever seen.  However once you really look at and 
understand the bird, and get to know their personalities (and 
yes, ours definitely have personalities), they are absolutely 
beautiful.  Valentine is often referred to as sassy, and what 
better mate could a female named Valentine have but a male 
named Fabio! 

 Penny Jensen 
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We want to thank Jenny Thompson and Kelly Buchanan for 
picking up extra shifts while some of our other volunteers have 
needed time away. This has been really helpful while we figure 
out all the different situations. Their transition from intern to 
volunteer has been fantastic!! Thanks guys! 

Suzy Albes, Oceans Volunteer Liaison 
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16  Adeline 
“Addie” (f) New 
Guinea baboon 
1981 
 

Pippin (m) Chilean 
flamingo 1997 
 
 
 
 
  

15  Trovan - 
radiated tortoise 
1997 
 

Juani (m) 
reticulated giraffe 
2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6  Fred - White’s 
tree frog 2000  
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2  Zuri (f) African 
lion 2006 
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8  Petya (m) 
Amur tiger 2006 
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Dr. Tom Smith 
Polar Bear 
Presentation 
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12   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Animals and 
All That Jazz  

11   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10  Lew Ann (f) 
Grand Cayman 
iguana 1995  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5  Cornelia (f) 
cornsnake 1995 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Animals and 
All That Jazz 

4  Hariett (f) os-
trich 1979 
 

Ajani (m) African 
elephant 2000 
 
 
 
 

3  Jester (m) kudu 
2005 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20  Indy (f) 
dolphin 2001  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19  Lucy (f) 
harbor seal 1987 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Animals and 
All That Jazz 

18   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17  Rainey (m) 
cockatoo 2000  
 

 
 
 

13   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7  Nova (f) 
dolphin 1983  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Zoo Teen 
Family  
Pitch-In 

14   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteer Trip 
to Field 
Museum 

23   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

24  Johnny - grey 
monitor 1998 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26  Isabelle (f) 
wildebeast 2005  
 
 
Naturally 
Inspired Paint 
Out 
Reception, 
Volunteer 
Program 
Introduction 

27   
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28  

 
 
 
 
 

29  Elena (f) 
reticulated giraffe 
1985  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fall Intern 
Orientation #1 

31   
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The bee 
hummingbird's 
eggs are only 
about 1cm 
(about 1/3 in) 
long. An ostrich 
egg, on the 
other hand, is 
usually about 

18cm (7in) 
long. It would 
take over 4,000 
hummingbirds 
eggs to equal 
the weight of 
one ostrich 
egg. 
 

22   
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To Contact Us  
Volunteer Office 
Phone: (317) 630-2041 
Fax: (317) 630-5114 
E-mail:    
kkraemer@indyzoo.com 
volunteer@indyzoo.com 
volstaff@indyzoo.com 
aallen@indyzoo.com 
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You Are Invited 

 

On August 8, 2010, at 6pm In the Dolphin Gallery at  the Indianapolis Zoo 
 

To hear Dr. Tom Smith, Polar Bears International, d iscuss his 
groundbreaking research into the lives of polar bea rs. 

 

Dr. Tom Smith, a Polar Bears International Senior Advisory Council member, 
has been working for the last decade on polar bear maternal den research on 
the North Slope of Alaska.  His cutting edge research is well known and highly 
respected by his peers in the International Union for the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) Polar Bear Specialist Group.  Each year Dr. Smith utilizes automated remote camera systems 
to record activities in polar bear dens as part of his research.  The knowledge he is gaining is 
increasing our understanding of these bears, the world’s largest land predators, so that healthy bear 
populations can be maintained. 
 

Join us here at the Indianapolis Zoo as Dr. Smith presents a fascinating overview of his work.  The 
Indianapolis Zoo actively participates as an Arctic Ambassador Center with Polar Bears International 
to help our guests and the local community understand the impacts of climate disruption on polar 
bears and the arctic ecosystem.  There is no need to RSVP and guests are welcome! 
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Animals and All That Jazz - August 5, 12, 19 
Hispanic Heritage Fiesta - September 19 

Indianapolis Prize Gala and Meet a Hero Day - September 25 
Halloween Zoo Boo - October 15-17, 21-24, 28-30 

Christmas at the Zoo - December 3-30 


